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donald Boesch
A professor of marine science and president 

of the University of Maryland Center for 
Environmental Science.

What does success look like?
“Achieving the water 

quality conditions 
in terms of oxygen 
conditions and water 
clarity that have been 
scientifically determined 
to be needed to restore 
the living resources of 
the bay.”

What is the greatest 
accomplishment of the 
past 30 years?

“Implementation of advanced and 
then enhanced wastewater treatment 
technologies. During the 30 year 
restoration program these technologies 
were shown to be technically and 
economically feasible -- against 
considerable skepticism -- and a ‘polluter 
pays’ fee mechanism was put in place to 
pay for the costs.”

What is the greatest mistake of the 
past 30 years?

“Continued over-reliance on voluntary 
approaches to pollution reduction.”
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sources of pollution in the Bay watershed

*Wastewater (Combined Sewer Overflow) is an estimate of the nutrients that bypass 
the wastewater treatment plant throughout the year due to heavy storm events.
**Point-source to municipal sewage and industrial discharges.
*** Non-tidal water deposition: Allocation of nitrogen pollutants that come from air 
sources directly to waters in the bay watershed not influenced by the tides.

Source: Chesapeake Bay Program

Jeff corbin
EPA’s Chesapeake Bay czar

What does success look like?
“What constitutes a saved bay is when 

someone... can visit their favorite river 
or stream and say 
that the water is 
safe and clean, the 
fish are abundant 
and healthy, and the 
surrounding land is 
not impacting the 
health of the water.”

What is 
the greatest 
accomplishment of 
the past 30 years?

“President Obama issuing an Executive 
Order in 2009 was a keystone moment. It 
not only declared the bay as a national 
treasure, but it highlighted its connection 
to a strong economy and pledged the full 
support and leadership of the federal 
government.”

What is the greatest mistake of the 
past 30 years?

“As long as we learn, nothing is truly 
a mistake. But if I had a chance to do 
something over again, I would definitely 
engage local-level decision makers in the 
discussion much earlier.”

nicholas dipasquale
Chesapeake Bay Program director

What does success look like?
“When our fisheries are thriving 

and healthy; when algal blooms, fish 
kills, dead zones 
and beach closures 
are rare; and when 
the majority of 
people living in 
the watershed 
understand their 
responsibility to it.”

What is 
the greatest 
accomplishment of 
the past 30 years?

“Establishing the Chesapeake Bay 
Program partnership was and still is 
the best and most progressive thing 
that has been done for the bay.”

What is the greatest failure of 
the past 30 years?

“The restoration effort would have 
been better served if we’d begun to 
address land use and urban runoff 
issues decades ago. Population 
within the watershed has doubled 
since the 1950s.”

fred Kelly
Severn Riverkeeper

What does success look like?
“Clean, inviting, swimmable water after every 

rainstorm instead of clouds of dirty brown 
disgusting runoff. The bay is 
saved when dissolved oxygen 
levels are such that marine life 
thrives, the fisheries return, 
and swimming is once again 
safe for our families and 
children.”

What is the greatest 
accomplishment of the past 
30 years?

“The President’s Executive 
Order 13508 that declared the bay a “national 
treasure” and ordered the federal agencies to 
finally begin real efforts on behalf of the bay 
including enforcement of the new pollution 
requirements.”

What is the greatest mistake of the past 
30 years?

“The bizarre bureaucratic barriers to local 
restoration projects posed by (the Environmental 
Protection Agency) and the Army Corps 
of Engineers. Their rejection of innovative 
techniques and costly requirements for 
‘alternative analysis’ that defy common sense 
will kill many local restoration projects and 
doom bay restoration.”
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The Chesapeake Bay is the nation’s largest estuary with a main 
stem stretching 200 miles long, and a watershed encompassing 
64,000 square miles in six states and Washington, D.C.

The bay is also surprisingly shallow with an average depth of 
about 21 feet. This means its waters are especially vulnerable to 
pollution from shore.

Federal officials developed in 2010 a “pollution diet” expected 
to restore health to the bay. They say annual nitrogen pollution 
must decrease 22 percent from its current levels, about 57 million 
pounds across the watershed. Phosphorus pollution must decrease 
19 percent a year, or about 3 million pounds. And sediment runoff 
must decrease 11 percent, or 903 million pounds per year.

Garbage 
washes into 
Baltimore’s 
harbor. 
stormwater 
runoff sends 
billions of 
pounds of 
debris and 
dirt into the 
chesapeake 
Bay each 
year and 
remains 
one of the 
greatest 
threats to 
the bay’s 
recovery.
see 
additional 
bay 
watershed 
photos on 
a10 and 
a11.
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